STUDIES  IN  A  BYING  CULTURE
Thus, after all, the bourgeois dream of liberty cannot
be realised. Social restraints must come into being to
protect this one thing that makes him a bourgeois.
This * freedom * to own private property seems to him
inexplicably to involve more and more social restraints,
laws, tariffs, and factory acts ; and this * society * in
which only relations to a thing are permitted becomes
more and more a society in which relations between
men are elaborate and cruel. The more he aims for
bourgeois freedom, the more he gets bourgeois restraint,
for bourgeois freedom is an illusion.
Thus, just as much as in skve-owning society, bour-
geois society turns out to be a society built on violent
coercion of men by men, the more violent in that while
the master must feed and protect his slave, whether he
works or not, the bourgeois employer owns no obliga-
tion to the free labourer, not even to find htm work.
The whole bourgeois dream explodes in practice, and
&e bourgeois state becomes a theatre of the violent and
coercive subjection of man to man, for the purposes of
economic production.
For the purposes of economic production. Unlike
the violence of die footpad, the violence of the bour-
geois though similar in motive plays a social role. It
is the relation whereby social production is secured in
bourgeois society, just as the master-to-slave relation
scones production in a skve-owning civilisation. It is
fee its epoch the best method of securing production,
and it is belter tso be a slave than a beast of the jungle,
belte to he an exploited labourer than a slave, not be-
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